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 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
September 10, 2018 
 
 
Robert E. Moore, Jr. 
Economic Development and Planning 
Conservation Department 
City Hall, Room 300 
4 Summer Street 
Haverhill, MA  01830    
 
 
Re: Independent Wetland Boundary Review 
 1050 Hilldale Avenue – Proposed Trade School 
 MassDEP 033-1446 
  
Dear Mr. Moore: 
 
The following is a summary of an independent review of the wetland delineation at 1050 
Hilldale Avenue.  Wetland boundaries reviewed include those depicted on an Existing Conditions 
plan prepared by Dana Perkins, Inc. dated June 27, 2018 and included in a Notice of Intent for a 
proposed trade school at the site. 
 
REC conducted site inspections of the subject parcel on September 5 and 7, 2018 for the 
purpose of determining whether the delineation of wetland resources is consistent with the  
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and the City of Haverhill 
Wetland Ordinance.   
 
The site contains an approximately 11.41 acre parcel which consists of early successional 
meadow, scrub shrub and thinly wooded areas.  The parcel slopes generally to the north and 
northeast off site toward Camp Brook.  Wetlands are located along the southern property 
boundary and connect via a vegetated swale and intermittent stream to wetlands along the 
northern property boundary.  There is also a drainage swale associated with roadway runoff 
along the parcel frontage on Hilldale Avenue which also drains to the north. 
 
Flags A1-A40, B1-B28 as shown on the above referenced plans were found to accurately 
represent the limits of Bordering Vegetated Wetland under both state and local regulations with 
the exception of the comments and exceptions described below.  Flags N1-N18 delineates what 
is presumably an isolated vegetated wetland subject to the local wetland ordinance only, with 
the following exceptions and comments: 
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1. In general, the flag locations were farther apart than is typical.  However, since much of 
the site is meadow and the terrain is gently sloping, adjacent flags could be viewed in 
most locations and the spacing of flags did not affect the accuracy of the delineation. 
 

2. It is recommended the plans be revised to label the A and B series as Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland and the N series as an Isolated Wetland subject to local jurisdiction. 
 

3. The swale along the right-of-way of Hilldale Avenue appears to be a stormwater 
management feature which collects runoff from the road.  REC found that the upper 
limit of the swale at flags A7 and A8 extends beyond the limit of hydric soil and 
hydrophytic vegetation.  REC recommends deleting these two flags and connecting flag 
A6 to A9. 
 

4. The area upgradient of flags A33 and A34 contains a low area with a predominance of 
hydrophytes, including sensitive fern, blue vervain, purple loosestrife, giant goldenrod 
and silky dogwood, as well as evidence of some surface ponding.  REC placed flags 33.1 
and 33.2 between flags A33 and A34 to include this area as Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland and recommends that these flags be survey- located and included in a revised 
plan.  To assist location, flag 33.1 was estimated to be approximately 22 feet northeast 
of flag A33 and A33.2 was estimated to be approximately 22 feet northeast of flags A34.   
 

5. The Commission requested that REC investigate whether the proposed wetland crossing 
location contains Bank resource.  As indicated in the photo below, there is no channel at 
this location and the crossing consists of a wet meadow and scrub shrub wetland.  Most 
of the crossing appears to be located within an existing mowed path. Although there is 
narrow swale of BVW which connects wetlands on the south side of the site with 
wetlands on the north side, there is no discernable channel until downstream of the 
crossing. 
 

 
View west of proposed crossing.  
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 Some tire ruts are evident from vehicles crossing at this location 
 

 
The site does not contain any designated rivers and does not contain floodplain as mapped by 
FEMA.  Therefore it is presumed there is no Bordering Lane Subject to Flooding.  It is not located 
within Estimated Habitat of Rare Wetlands Wildlife or Priority Habitat as determined by 
reference to the most recently available data on MassGIS from the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife – Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program.  However, there is a certified 
vernal pool in the southwest portion of the site. 
 
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me at (978) 463-9226. 
 
Very truly, 
RIMMER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, LLC 

 
 
Mary Rimmer, M.A., P.W.S. 
President  
 
 


